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1. Greensboro Sit-Ins: 2/1/60-7/25/60. Focused on the local Woolworth’s with
eventually 70,000 people participating. These sit-ins spurred the creation of SNCC and
other sit-ins in more than 50 other cities. Initiated by the “Greensboro Four” (Ezell
Blair, Jr., Franklin McCain, Joseph McNeil, and David Richmond), in March, President
Eisenhower declared his sympathy for the students and protesters and affirmed they
were exercising their constitutional rights. On July 25, black Woolworth employees were
permitted to order food there, desegregating the store. Almost all Woolworth’s across
the South immediately followed suit though the store in Jackson, TN refused to follow
suit for nearly five more years.
2. Nashville Sit-Ins: 2/13/60-5/10/60. Begun by the Nashville Student Movement
after receiving training from James Lawson in non-violent protest. The Sit-Ins achieved
results quickly with restaurants desegregated by summer though other businesses
remained segregated until 1964, spurred by the attempted assassination of attorney Z.
Alexander Looby. The NSM began the trend of protesters dressing up in anticipation of
being arrested. M. L. King, Jr. said the Nashville movement was ‘the best organized and
the most disciplined in the Southland.’
3. East Carrol Parish Voter Registration: Blacks were banned from voting until 1962 and
the U.S. v. Manning ruling. Efforts were made to register black voters, but this was not
generally successful until passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Much of this was
due to Reconstruction-era “Bulldozers” who conducted violent attacks on black leaders
throughout the 1870s.
4. Tallahassee Jail-Ins: Efforts were spurred after the conviction (and life sentences) of
four whites for the 1959 rape of a black woman. Protests in March, 1960 were broken up
with tear gas and later that month, even Count Basie participated having been denied
service in local restaurants. The local inspiration was Patricia Stephens (as well as her
sister). Stephens spent 49 days in jail for her role in sit-ins. She also served as a key
advisor for CORE and the NAACP. After meeting her husband (John Due), they went on to
work with Florida civil rights organizations for several more decades.
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5. Biloxi Wade-Ins: 5/14/59, 4/24/60, 6/23/63. The 1959 effort led by Gilbert Mason
was considered the first public attack on segregation in Mississippi after the end of
World War Two. Mason pressed the issue, but was arrested. Unfortunately his partner,
Dr. Felix Dunn, was serving as an informant to the police. The second wade-in is called
the ‘Bloody Wade-In’ after police recruited a mob to assault 100+ blacks who gathered to
go swimming. After a weekend of gunfire and rock-throwing, Mason was again arrested
for provoking the attack. The third wade-in took place because Biloxi refused to obey
the U.S. Justice Department’s order to permit blacks on public beaches. Hooligans
assaulted blacks once again with descriptions given that the beach was stained red from
blood. 71 protesters were arrested. 2,000 segregationists staged a counter-protest rife
with vandalism. The Biloxi Police made no arrests. It took until 1968 for blacks to be
permitted to swim freely on the town’s public beaches.
6. Prince Edward Co. School Desegregation: In 1959, following a policy of ‘massive
resistance’, the County’s Board of Supervisors (BoS) refused to provide ANY money to
the County School Board. This meant that the public school system was shut down for
five years. Black students were forced into improvised classrooms in church basements,
move to other counties, or go out of state (these efforts were funded by the Quakers)
with L. Francis Griffin and the Virginia NAACP coordinating these efforts. The BoS
case was heard by the US Supreme Court which ruled 9-0 against the Board. The black
students who suffered are known as ‘the lost generation.’
7. Petersburg Sit-Ins: Organization began in 1958 after swimming at Wilcox Lake was
banned to prevent desegregation. Led by Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker, co-founder of the
SCLC and divinity school friend of Rev. King. Helped by students from Virginia State,
February, 1960 efforts at desegregating lunch counters in Petersburg and other
nearby cities was successful. Many civil rights leaders have asserted the Petersburg
Improvement Association and the handling of protest efforts were ‘a blueprint for our
efforts nationwide’.
8. Fayette County Voter Registration: 12/59-4/63. Organized by John and Viola McFerren
initially to get fairer criminal sentencing, sparked by Burton Dodson’s 1940 murder
conviction. As momentum grew, local whites fought back, evicting sharecroppers while
harassing the McFerrens and other leaders. Black landowners permitted the evicted to
live there in what became known as ‘Tent City’ (until 1963). Sit-ins were then begun
to improve education and economic opportunities, proving successful because of the
registration efforts.
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9. Jacksonville Sit-Ins: 8/60-10/60. Organized by Rutledge Pearson, the local NAACP
Youth Advisor, 80 young members occupied the lunch counter at Woolworth’s, spreading
to others in town. On 8/27, 300 whites beat protesters in what became ‘Ax Handle
Saturday’. One white, Richard Parker, asked to participate. He was beaten and jailed
until Pearson persuaded the NAACP to raise money for his bail. Rather than risk further
attacks since the police refused to intervene, Pearson and the NAACP arranged a boycott
of businesses; this quickly led to desegregated businesses. Sadly, Pearson was killed
in a car accident in 1967.
10. Jackson Read-Ins: 3/27/61. Nine students from Tougaloo College requested books
from the local black library knowing they were not available. They went to the city’s
white library and began reading and researching. Police were summoned and the nine
were arrested, bonded the next day for $1,000. On 3/28, students from Jackson State
Teachers College protested, two attacked by the school’s president. Police sicked dogs
on the students to break up the protest. On 3/29 at the courthouse, when the nine were
applauded by gathered blacks, police waded into the crowd with clubs and dogs. After
the students were fined, a ‘No Buying Campaign’ began. Because of the Tougaloo Nine,
two years later, the American Library Association mandated all libraries be open to
everyone. Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Mississippi withdrew from the ALA rather
than comply.
11. Winston-Salem Sit-Ins: 2/8/60-5/23/60. Started by Carl Matthews alone, he was
joined a week later by students from Winston-Salem Teachers College and a week later
by ten more from Wake Forest College. This led to the whole group being arrested, the
first instance of white students joining black efforts at desegregating lunch counters in
the South. Behind Matthews’ leadership (he was not a student), the city consented to
end segregation. 107 days later, Matthews was the first black served at a desegregated
counter—he ordered a Coke and afterwards, the waitress made a show of throwing his
glass in the trash.
12. New Orleans School Desegregation: 11/14/60. The McDonough Three (Gail Etienne,
Tessie Provost, Leona Tate) and Ruby Bridges (all 6yrs old) went to previously whitesonly schools by federal mandate. Local whites were outraged and pulled children from
school, encouraged by a white mothers group called “The Cheerleaders.” Violence broke
out across the city, so US Marshals began protecting the little girls. Lloyd Foreman, a
Methodist minister, was the first white parent to bring his child into the schools. Some
followed his lead. Many chose to move rather than desegregate, crying ‘Segregation
forever.’ It took until 1970 to fully integrate New Orleans’ school system.
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13. Little Rock Sit-Ins: 3/10/60-12/63. 50 students from Philander Smith College entered
Woolworth’s led by Frank James. The lunch counter was immediately closed, the police
summoned. 45 left, five refused and were arrested though bail was posted by the NAACP
immediately (the students informed Daisy Bates, NAACP state chair beforehand of what
they were doing). The five were convicted on 3/17 which led to sit-ins in all downtown
businesses (which all closed their lunch counters). Little Rock business owners feared
a repeat of 1957 and took no further action. On 3/31 the NAACP began boycotts. These
failed. One NAACP leader noted ‘Local Negro leadership in Little Rock is virtually nil.’ Bill
Hansen of SNCC arrived in 1962, bringing media attention. Working again primarily with
young people, Hansen was able to get Little Rock businesses to desegregate.
14. Univ. of Georgia Desegregation: 1959-1961. Hamilton Holmes and Charlayne
Hunter were repeatedly denied admission to the university by the white university
administration. In Holmes v. Danner, the courts decided the pair should be admitted
immediately. When registering (1/9), mobs yelled epithets at the pair. Over the next
two days, the pair were burned in effigy and crosses were burned on campus. UGA law
students coordinated with the KKK and a gathering of more than 1,000 took place on
1/11. University police tried to prevent it, asked for assistance, but the State Police
refused to step in. Athens police broke up the riot with tear gas. The dean of students
suspended Holmes and Hunter ‘for their safety’. They were reinstated on 1/13. Both
eventually graduated from UGA
15. Rock Hill Sit-Ins: 2/12/60. First sit-ins in South Carolina. Due to slow progress, on
2/1/61, the protesters adopted ‘jail, no bail’, working with CORE. A call by Tom Gaither
(one of the first nine arrested and known as either ‘the Rock Hill 9’ or ‘the Friendship
9’) after his arrest to SNCC led to SNCC’s involvement as ‘an organization of organizers.’
The ‘jail, no bail’ policy did not gain widespread approval, but proved to be a key tactic
during the Freedom Rides later that year.
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16. Sunflower County Voter Registration: circa 1960-1962. Led by Fannie Lee Hamer
who overcame a “Mississippi appendectomy” (a phrase she coined), being moved from
house to house across multiple counties to avoid KKK Lynching, Arrested as a SNCC field
secretary in June, 1963, she was beaten by inmates (ordered by the police) and sexually
accosted by multiple officers. It left her with an injured eye and damaged kidney. This
did not stop her. She continued to mentor activists while helping organize the ‘Freedom
Ballot’ and ‘Freedom Summer.’
17. Memphis Read-Ins: 1960-1966. Part of efforts by the Lee Sisters to advance civil
rights in the city. Between them, they were arrested seventeen times, making them
the most arrested family in the U.S.. They were honored for this by the NAACP in 1965.
Because of the value they placed on education for blacks, most of their efforts were
aimed at whites-only libraries though they also took part in protests at lunch counters,
theaters, and other public areas. Elaine and Joan founded the Underground Railroad
Museum in Memphis.
18. Harnett Co. School Desegregation: 1958-1975. Harnett County was not just about
black rights, but the rights of the Lumbee Indian people. Unlike the NAACP and other
civil rights organizations, the Lumbee had no qualms with using violence, breaking up a
Klan rally in 1958 with fear of another Lumbee attack preventing a 1966 gathering. The
Lumbee hated the county’s educational system of two school sets, one for whites/blacks
and the other for Indians/blacks. This was only resolved by the court system in 1975.
19. Pine Bluff School Desegregation: The court case is Dove v. Parham (the Dollarway
School District). Amis Guthridge was a leading segregationist, fighting against equal
rights back to 1948, deciding that black election participation was ‘communist’. In the
aftermath of the Little Rock school confrontations, he traveled the state raising more
than a million dollars for the CCC (Capital Citizens’ Council). He led anti-equality efforts
with blacklists, reverse boycotts, lawsuits, and claiming his opponents were not true
Americans. He organized a ‘reverse Freedom Ride’ in 1962 to expose the hypocrisy of his
opponents. This backfired when the blacks he paid to go north were warmly welcomed.
The result was ‘Arkansas, once a promising place for Southern civil rights clearly remains
an international symbol of racism.’ He continued to insist integration was wrong and
communist until his death in 1977.
20. Tybee Island Wade-Ins: ‘Piccolo’ Pierce had little education and was physically
limited, but was described as ‘a foot soldier whose work made people like Martin Luther
King, Jr. more famous.’ He spent months in jail for trying to integrate local churches,
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walked to Washington for the March, and was part of ‘Bloody Sunday’ in Selma. Pierce
was known for his willingness to be beaten during protests in order to protect women or
to prevent others from being severely beaten themselves.
21. Orangeburg Marches: 1960-1968. Starting with sit-ins and marches organized by
CORE and backed by students from Claflin College and South Carolina State College,
little progress was made as segregationists evicted activists or fired them from their
jobs. The organizer, Charles McDew, became chairman of SNCC. Deacon Jones who led
the march into town went on to play for the L.A. Rams; he was aided by James Clyburn,
U.S. Congressman from South Carolina. On 2/8/68, at a protest of a segregated bowling
alley, police attacked SCSC students, killing three and wounding 27 in what is called the
“Orangeburg Massacre.”
22. Chattanooga Sit-Ins: 2/19-23/60. Led by Robert Parks and Howard HS Senior Class
President Paul Walker, 200 students occupied four downtown lunch counters with strict
rules—leave space for others, no loud talking or profanity, and everyone would make
sincere efforts at purchasing food and drink. They were refused and segregationists
grew upset until on the fourth day, the student protesters were dispersed by police
manning fire hoses. The students persevered and downtown lunch counters were
desegregated in August. All public facilities were integrated in 1963.
23. Anniston Read-Ins: 9/15/63. Anniston had seen significant violence previously.
On 9/15, Reverend N.Q. Reynolds, along with Rev. Bob McClain, were brutally beaten
and stabbed while protesting at the whites-only Carnegie Library, saved from murder
by a passing car driven by a black woman who stopped to rescue the pair. Thirteen
weeks later, things moved forward but the school did not integrate until Fall, 1965.
Rev. Reynolds died poor in 2013, having given away almost every penny he had to help
others escape poverty over the course of five decades as a minister.
24. Amite County Voter Registration: E.W. Steptoe and Herbert Lee began a NAACP
chapter in 1953 to get blacks to register to vote. A SNCC representative visited in
summer, 1961, but was beaten and fled the county for his safety. On 9/25/61, Lee
was murdered by E.H. Hurst, a Mississippi state legislator in broad daylight. Only one
man said he’d testify (Louis Allen) but the FBI refused to offer protection. Hurst was
acquitted and after repeated arrests and beatings was murdered on 1/31/64. No one
was arrested though it is believed the sheriff shot Allen (along with the sheriff’s father,
the local KKK leader). Before 1965, only one black voter was registered in the county
(of 5,000 possible)
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25. Freedom Ride Anniston: 5/14/61. The bus was attacked by Klansmen who slashed the
bus’s tires before stopping the bus outside town where they threw a firebomb into the
vehicle while holding the doors shut to prevent passengers to escape. An undercover
investigator pulled a gun, forcing the crowd to back off and let passengers off, but when
they exited, they were beaten and nearly lynched. Armed blacks led by Colonel Stone
Johnson protected injured Freedom Riders at the hospital until Ref. Fred Shuttlesworth
arranged a car caravan of black citizens to take the injured to safety rather than risk a
KKK attack on the hospital.
26. Freedom Ride Birmingham: 5/14/61. The Anniston bus arrived and was met by
the Birmingham KKK and police on orders of Chief Bull Connor. White Riders were
singled out for extra beatings including Jim Peck, the only person to do the ‘Journey of
Reconciliation’ (a 1947 equivalent of the Freedom Rides) and the Freedom Rides. For
helping blacks, Carraway Methodist Hospital refused to treat Peck’s injuries. Though the
Freedom Riders intended to continue, Greyhound forced the buses to stop as no drivers
were willing to risk transporting the Freedom Riders.
27. Freedom Ride Montgomery: 5/20/61. Greyhound was ordered by President Kennedy
to provide a driver. Joining the ride were John Lewis and Hank Thomas of SNCC. The bus
traveled 90mph, escorted by the State Police until the Montgomery city limits. At the
bus station, a mob attacked with bats and pipes without interference, beating white
Riders worse than black in addition to reporters and a Justice Department official left for
dead in the street (he lived). Ambulances refused to transport the injured forcing black
residents of Montgomery to carry the injured instead. On 5/21, Revs. King, Farmer,
and Shuttlesworth spoke at the 1st Baptist Church with the church surrounded by 3,000
racists. The Alabama Nat’l Guard was necessary to lift the siege on the morning of 5/22.
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28. Freedom Ride Jackson: 5/24, 5/28. President Kennedy
negotiated an agreement with the governors of Alabama
and Mississippi. They would prevent mob violence but
the federal government wouldn’t intervene if Freedom
Riders were arrested at depots for breaking segregation
laws. Arrested Riders overflowed the jail. More than 300
protesters were then housed in Parchman Farm where
they were denied clothing, mattresses, and toothbrushes.
Upon release, Womanpower Unlimited housed, clothed, and
fed Riders until they were ready to continue on. It is believed
without Womanpower Unlimited, the Freedom Rides would
have ended at Jackson rather than continue across the South.

29. Plaquemines Parish Voter Registration: 1946-1965. The Parish was controlled by
Leander Perez who fiercely fought for segregation. Efforts to register black voters began
with Dr. Rev. Percy Griffin after World War Two. Little was achieved until multiple classaction suits were filed in the aftermath of the Brown v. Topeka decision in 1954, leading
to outlying black communities being defined as laying within the Parish. Resistance
continued until passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
30. Danville Marches: 5/31/63-Fall, 1963 Organized by the Danville Christian Progressive
Assoc. (DCPA), the marches eventually saw the NAACP, SCLC, and SNCC sending state and
national leaders to assist. When some were arrested on 6/5, the judge (Aiken) invoked
an 1859 state law saying the demonstration leaders were attempting to ‘conspiring to
incite…war against the white population.’ On 6/10, a prayer meeting was broken up by
police and deputized garbage men with 47 injured. Segregation efforts were successful
enough, Rev. King and the SCLC refused to organize a march in July. In September, a black police
officer was hired but progress towards equality was slow for the remainder of the decade.
31. Univ. of Mississippi Desegregation: 1961-1963. After Kennedy’s inauguration, James
Meredith applied for admission to Ole Miss (the common name for the U of M). This
was blocked by the governor who even had Meredith arrested to prevent enrollment.
On 9/30/62, Meredith was escorted to campus by 530 law enforcement personnel.
Radical right-wing former general Edwin Walker rallied 2,500 whites against Meredith’s
protection who threw Molotov cocktails and vials of acid at the federal police. After
dark, shots were fired at the marshals, wounding several. Meredith was found in a dorm
and a mob tried to lynch him. After a delay, 25,000 soldiers arrived, ending the riot.
One third of the law enforcement personnel were wounded, two civilians were murdered
by the mob. On 10/1, Meredith attended his first class. On 10/31, a weapons cache was
found by the US Army. Meredith graduated in 1963. The riot and Meredith’s enrollment
is considered pivotal for the success of the civil rights movement, showing the federal
government was now firmly aligned against the continuance of segregation.
32. Albany Sit-Ins: 11/1/61-3/63. Considered a failure by many as the sit-ins fizzled out
within a year. The failure was attributed to rivalries between SNCC (who didn’t think King
(the SCLC) had done enough to support the Freedom Rides), the SCLC which emphasized
protests, and the NAACP which was trying to work through the court system. Afterwards,
civil rights organizations communicated better between each other and adjusted their
media policies to prevent information leaking to white supremacists via sympathetic
journalists.
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33. Lake County Voter Registration: Sheriff Willis McCall served from 1944 to 1972 in Lake
County. During those years, he is known to have shot handcuffed black prisoners (two
of the Groveland Four accused of raping a white woman ) he was transporting and was
rumored to have had the Florida NAACP Executive Director killed by a bomb under his
house in 1951 as well (in 2006, the state concluded it was not McCall, “only” the KKK). He
was suspended from law enforcement after beating a disabled black man in his custody
(Tom Vickers) to death in 1972. In 1985, the county commissioners named a road in a
predominantly black neighborhood. It was only changed after two decades of protest.
34. Birmingham Read-Ins: Lola Hendricks was part of the Alabama Christian Movement
for Human Rights and along with her husband was the name on the lawsuit meant to
force integration of the Birmingham Public Library. In late 1962, she traveled to New
England to discuss segregation and get toys donated for children affected by the
ongoing boycott of segregationist department stores. Hendricks was not permitted by
the SCLC to march as her organization skills were considered ‘far too valuable’ to have
her behind bars though Hendricks’ 9-yr old daughter was arrested during the ‘Children’s
Crusade’ and placed in a jail cell for nearly a week.
35. University of Alabama School Desegregation: 1956-1963. The first black enrollee
was Autherine Lucy in 1956 but she was expelled, justified by the administration saying
they could not protect her from disgruntled white students. On 6/11/63, Vivian Malone
and James Hood registered for classes. Governor Wallace made a speech (‘Stand in the
Schoolhouse Door’) but did nothing when federal marshals arrived. Hood left after two
months (but returned in the 1990s for a PhD). Lucy re-enrolled in 1980 and graduated.
Malone went on to a long career of public service working for the U.S. Dept. of Justice as
well as on voter education projects.
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36. Birmingham Marches: 4/3/63-5/10/63. One of the ‘local figures’ was Al Hibbler,
former singer for Duke Ellington now known as the bridge between R&B and pop music.
Participation in the Marches cost him access to every major record label due to pressure
from southern whites. This changed when Frank Sinatra intervened on Hibbler’s behalf.
Malcolm X was disgusted by the ‘Children’s Crusade’ of 5/2/63 and told Rev. Shuttlesworth,
“Real men don’t put children in the line of fire.” The violence (police dogs, bombs,
beatings…the usual segregationist tactics) led to a national organization of rabbis to
declare support for segregation to be equally as vile as the Holocaust. The Marches made
King Time’s Man of the Year but also led to Medgar Evers’ assassination the next month.

37. Terrell County Voter Registration: Prathia Hall was a SNCC field secretary in Georgia
and after Mount Olive Baptist Church was burned by the KKK because it was a center for
voter registration efforts, Hall was selected to give a speech there in September, 1962.
In the audience was Rev. M.L. King, Jr. who heard Hall use and repeat the phrase ‘I have
a dream’. Afterwards, King began using this phrase in his own speeches, culminating
with his famous speech on 8/28/63. Hall left SNCC in 1966 as it moved away from nonviolence, eventually earning a Ph.D. in Theology.
38. St. Augustine Dive-Ins: June, 1964. Rev. King was arrested in St. Augustine on 6/11/64
at the Monson Motor Lodge. In protest, black and white citizens jumped into the motel
pool. James Brock, the owner and head of the state’s hotel association, then allegedly
poured acid into the pool to maim the protesters. Photos and film of this were broadcast
around the world which redoubled KKK violence in St. Augustine. Some historians argue
this was the final straw for legislators on the fence regarding the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and pushed them into full support of federal desegregation legislation.
39. Lynchburg School Desegregation: 1961-1971. Owen Cardwell and Lynda Woodruff
were the first black students permitted into E.C. Glass High School. Two others were
denied admission. The county created a plan to gradually permit desegregation of
Lynchburg schools, but this was rejected in the court system. A fair plan was only agreed
to in 1971. During this period, Jerry Falwell agitated for whites-only education and
opened the Lynchburg Christian Academy, following this with a Baptist college which
was renamed Liberty University in 1976.
40. Charlotte Fillings: 6/19/64. That is the date of the Hawkins v. N. Carolina Dental
Society court ruling. Hawkins was a former NAACP member, disagreeing with their
non-confrontational approach. Hawkins was a dentist (and as of 1973, a minister).
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Hawkins helped desegregate a local school in 1957 and again in 1961. In 1962 he sued
the NCDS because the local hospitals would nor permit black doctors to practice there.
Hawkins lobbied for the US Attorney General to intervene since the hospitals received
federal support. The policy changed in 1962 and in 1963, black patients were permitted
access to all divisions of the hospital. An attempt to kill Hawkins (and three other black
leaders in Charlotte) was made on 11/22/65 via a bomb. It failed.
41. Birmingham School Desegregation: 9/9/57-10/31/83. Rev. Shuttlesworth first
attempted to get black children enrolled in 1957. For his efforts, he was beaten, his wife
stabbed, and his daughter suffering a broken ankle. A 1960 lawsuit by James Armstrong
was rejected by Seybourn Lynne which was overruled by a federal court on 7/17/63. On
9/4, Dwight and Fred Armstrong enrolled at Graymont Elementary. The district closed
on 9/5 due to a bomb detonated at civil rights attorney J. Arthur Shores’ home. Due to
stalling, in 1964, the federal government ordered a faster desegregation plan be put
in place. Lynne’s replacement as judge in 1973 (J. Foy Guin), approved a plan based on
the magnet school concept which equalized enrollment throughout the district. In 1983,
Guin dismissed Armstrong’s suit from the courts as a ‘unitary system’ was in place that
did not require forced or mandatory busing.
42. Summer Project MFDP.: The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party was determined
to be represented at the 1964 Democratic Convention, having been excluded from the
state convention by white politicians. The MFDP was well prepared, aided by SNCC and
the SCLC throughout. Led by MFDP director Lawrence Guyot, others sent to the national
Democratic convention included Fannie Lee Hamer and SNCC voting registration expert
Bob Moses. Though permitted in front of the national credentials committee (with their
testimony shown nationally on TV), the all-white committee refused to seat the MFDP
delegates after the other Deep South states threatened to walk out and support the
Republicans instead. On the surface, the MFDP failed, but the failure generated pressure
for passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. It also convinced civil rights leaders that
Washington politicians’ guarantees of support on voting rights issues if protests were
suspended were lies of political convenience—and that only mass demonstrations
and protests would carry the Movement forward. SNCC chairman declared the MFDP
‘controversy’ to be the turning point of the Civil Rights Movement.
43. Charleston Marches: The key local leader was real estate broker J. Arthur Brown who
also led the NAACP from 1955 onwards. Brown coordinated efforts across organizations
and philosophies including legal luminaries such as Thurgood Marshall. Brown believed
equality would only come through efforts in multiple areas—legal, social, and economic
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and that progress in only one of those avenues meant it would be more likely for
the eventual failure of the Movement. Brown was so persuasive, he became Lyndon
Johnson’s go-to person for race relations discussions beginning in 1962.
44. W. Feliciana Parish Voter Registration: 1962-1964. Rev. Jim Carter first tried to
register to vote in 1962 and was turned away. Persistent, he was finally able to register
on 10/17/63, the first black to register since 1903. The KKK began threatening him,
leading to the famous 1964 photograph of Carter alone on his porch at night with a
shotgun. Unseen in the photo, more than twenty KKK were skulking in the shrubs and
trees surrounding his house.
45. Jacksonville Marches: Johnnie Mae Chappell was murdered on 3/24/64 while
searching for wallet after bringing home groceries. Investigations determined the killer
and accomplices but the evidence (including the gun) and confession disappeared
(found in a different officer’s possession years later). The detectives were intentionally
not called to the stand during the trial of J.W. Rich by the prosecutor and were both
terminated from the Jacksonville police department. In 1996, one detective (Lee Cody)
and Chappel’s son, Shelton, filed a lawsuit against the city. The suit was immediately
dismissed but then-governor Jeb Bush ordered the investigation of her murder be
re-opened. (Cody wrote a book on the case called The 14th Denial.)
46. Charleston School Desegregation: 1946-1963. The S. Carolina government tried
to avoid desegregation by equalizing funding for black and white schools. Robert
Gaines, the superintendent, was shocked when blacks voted against receiving more
than $1,000,000. J. Arthur Brown of the NAACP led opposition, arguing that the white
government was simply trying to buy off blacks and would never go through with equal
spending. By 1963, the state government began providing subsidies ($155/pupil) for
white students to attend private schools rather than public (using Prince Edward County
as a model) as desegregation became seen as inevitable.
47. St. Augustine Marches: 1961. Initially involving students from Florida Memorial
College, protesters conducted sit-ins at various downtown businesses. One of these
became a ‘lay-in’ involving Rev. Goldie Eubanks, Sr. and Jo-Anne Martin. It was one
of the first instances of police using electric cattle prods rather than clubs and batons
against protesters as many local white law enforcement agencies escalated violence,
frustrated by the non-violence of most people involved in the civil rights movement.
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48. Summer Project Freedom Schools: July-August, 1964. Part of a unified effort by CORE,
NAACP, SCLC, and SNCC as the Council of Federated Organizations. The schools were meant
to help with voter registration drives though this evolved into a full academic curriculum
as well as leadership training with an emphasis on discussion/participation rather than
lecture and were taught by volunteers who came from across the nation. Atlanta and
Philadelphia still have Freedom Schools and the Children’s Defense Fund operates
nationwide organization of schools under its Black Community Crusade for Children banner.
49. Washington Parish Voter Registration: Hicks’ home was headquarters for the Bogalusa
Deacons of Defense chapter as well as local CORE and SNCC efforts. Violence on 5/19/65
including the use of police dogs led to the Bogalusa mayor signing a desegregation
agreement before the month ended. Hicks was part of five key court cases: Hicks v.
Knight; U.S. v. Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan; Hicks v. Crown Zellerbach (the first
lawsuit anywhere under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964); Hicks v. Weaver; and
Jenkins v. City of Bogalusa School Board.
50. Lowndes County Voter Registration: 1965. Ruby Sales was a young member of
SNCC working full-time on voter registration. Sent to “Bloody Lowndes,” known for its
violence against civil rights activists, Sales was arrested, released, and a deputy named
Tom Coleman fired a shotgun at her. A white protester, John Daniels, pushed her out of
the way, taking the blast himself, dying instantly. Coleman was acquitted by an allwhite jury and told CBS in 1966, he had no regrets: “I would shoot them both tomorrow.”
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51. Selma Marches: 3/7-25/65. Provoked by the murder of Baptist deacon Jimmie Lee
Jackson. Amelia Boynton organized the 3/7 march and was beaten unconscious on the
Edmund Pettus Bridge on “Bloody Sunday”. After King led a peaceful second march on
3/9, Pastor James Reeb was beaten to death by a white mob, provoking President Johnson
to speak live to the nation in front of a congressional joint session to demand federal
legislation be passed immediately. The last march went from 3/21-25 and went from
Selma to Montgomery, protected by the federal government with 25,000 marchers. The
marches galvanized voter registration efforts by CORE, SCLC, and SNCC across the South.
52. Williamsburg County Voter Registration: mid-1960s. Led by young people, including
Cassandra Williams Rush. Efforts were organized through the NAACP and the Youth
Division of the Voters League which led to the Siloam Baptist Church being burned by
the KKK. Virgil Dimery believed that to achieve equality, blacks should not just agitate
for the right to vote, but also to run for office. Rare for South Carolina, local police
protected protesters from the weekly KKK “Klan Karavans” through town rather than ally
with the Klan against civil rights activists.
53. Atlanta Sit-Ins: 3/15/60-3/7/61. Begun by university students including Julian
Bond and Lonnie King, there was no progress in the spring (or summer since college
students went home for the summer). In the fall, the SCLC joined efforts led by Dr. King
who was promptly arrested which, in turn, increased the sizes of protests from hundreds
to thousands. In Spring, 1961, an agreement was reached to desegregate lunch counters
and businesses after the school system’s desegregation was started. The sit-ins showed
a rift in the black community between young and old with the young wanting quicker
more decisive change than older, more established leaders wished to press for.
54. Dallas County Voter Registration: 1963-1965. Initial efforts at voter registration were
initiated by SNCC, but little progress was made (only 2% of blacks registered). After the
SCLC announced the ‘Selma Voting Rights Campaign’ on 1/2/65, teachers led by Frederick
Reese tried to register en mass on 1/22/65, but they were beaten and repulsed. Efforts
were put on the back burner in March while the Selma Marches took place.
55. Duval County School Desegregation: J.B. Stoner was a Nazi sympathizer who felt Hitler
did not go far enough in terms of race relations. Called a “roving white supremacist”,
Stoner attempted to stir trouble across the south, whether in Bogalusa, Louisiana,
Arkansas with Amis Guthridge, or in Florida saying more people should throw acid at
blacks. He was convicted in 1980 of the 1958 Bethel Baptist Church bombing and was
believed to have been the “Confederate Underground” responsible for more than a
dozen other bombings across the South.
14

The Dietz Foundation began in July 2018, created by Jim Dietz, with
the dream of making a difference in American society by helping
teachers learn alternative means of education in the classroom;
endowing scholarships at high schools for students going into
education; endowing scholarships at the collegiate level for
students pursuing teaching certificates; and teaching the general
public through the play of games. The Foundation is managed by a
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